SOME OF THE REASONS I HAVE CONCLUDED THAT THERE IS NO GOD

Christians, Jews, Muslims and others believe in a single, omniscient, omnipotent and generally good (at least if you are on his
 side) God. That is the God
 I am referring to in this document.  I note that there other views of god, including the view of god as the sum total of all natural laws and matter at all times everywhere.  But I am addressing the Judeo-Christian-Muslim all-knowing, all-seeing, all-powerful god who supposedly is interested in and cares about human beings (and possibly other animals, plants, fungi, slime molds, bacteria and maybe even viruses).

If God is omniscient, omnipotent and taking an active role in the universe, then he is malicious, uncaring, evil, without a conscience and I hate him.  I do not want to hate god, which is convenient, because, to the extent that there may be some “higher power”, I do not accept that it is in the form of the Judeo-Christian-Muslim god.  

I can accept that there is a higher power than humans.  There are natural forces that humans originally tried to understand through religion, but which are far better understood through science.  If one chooses to call the totality of matter and natural forces a god, like Spinoza (and EInstein) did, then I can accept that there is a god.  But most people do not accept that concept as being a “god.”

The reasons I do not believe in God can be categorized into three main groups or concepts: violence, hatred/prejudice, and injustice/unfairness.  Many of the specific reasons can fit in two or three of these categories.  If God existed, he would be responsible for all categories by at least condoning and at worst specifically directing all human action. 

At least in the first draft of this document, I will not go into much detail regarding each of the reasons.  For anyone who reads this, just remember that if there is a God, then he is responsible for and condones each of the following.  Note that the failure to include a reason does not mean that the reason does not exist, and that the list is not exhaustive or complete.

Suggestions for additions or changes are welcome.

VIOLENCE

Murder

Rape

Assault

· Sexual

· Physical

· Verbal

War

· World Wars

· Regional

· Local

· Civil

· Religious

Animal abuse/cruelty

Environmental destruction

· Habitat

· Pollution

· Human-caused climate change

HATRED/PREJUDICE

Racial hatred

· Violence

· Discrimination

· Prejudice

Religious hatred

· Violence

· Discrimination

· Prejudice

Gender hatred

· Discrimination against women

· Discrimination against LGBTQ+ (and anyone else who doesn't fit pre-conceived standards)

· Discrimination against men (who don't fit society's expectations)

Hatred/prejudice based on differential abilities/attributes

· Cognitive 

· Physical

· Social

· Appearance

· Style

· Attitudes

· Tastes (likes and dislikes)

INJUSTICE/UNFAIRNESS

Skewed distribution of material goods

· Wealth

· Shelter

· Food

Limited educational/employment opportunities

· Location

· Income

· Societal expectations

Disease/Illness/Health

· Naturally occurring (unfair that some people have horrible health and others have great health)

· Access to health care

· Cost of health care

Distribution of Power in society 

· Autocratic, corrupt and tyrannical leaders

· Imperfect democracy

· Electoral college

· First-past-the-post

· Rewarding bribery (campaign contributions)

Repression of individual choice

· Religion

· Government

· Society/culture

Abuse of individual power

· Bullies

· Abusive spouses/parents/children

· Workplace

· Intimidation

Cheating

· Others

· One's self

· The system

Stealing

· In some cases: particularly egregious if by corporations, or those with power

· Stealing food to survive probably doesn't count, although the fact that someone is in such a situation is evidence of the lack of God

�	Most of these religions consider their god to be an anthropomorphic male.   


�	I use God with a capital G to refer to the omnipotent, omniscient deity worshiped by Jews, Christians, Muslims and others; I use god with a lower-case g to refer to other concepts.


�	I include this under “violence” because it causes harm to others (our children, grandchildren, other animals and living things).





